
 

Title:  Origins: Early People  

Topic:   Social Studies 6th Grade 

Stage 1- Desired Results 
 

Goals:    Standard 6.2 World History/ Global Studies  
All students will acquire the knowledge and skills to think analytically and systematically about how past 
interactions of people, culture, and the environment affect issues across time and cultures.  Such 
knowledge and skill enable students to make informed decisions as socially and ethically responsible 
world citizens in the 21st century. 

6.2.8.A.1.a: Compare and contrast the social organization of early hunter/gathers and those 
who lived in early agrarian societies. 
6.2.8.B.1.a: Explain the various migratory patterns of hunter/gathers who moved from Africa to 
Eurasia, Australia, and the Americas, and describe the impact of migration on their lives and on 
the shaping of societies. 
6.2.8.B.1.b: Compare and contrast how nomadic and agrarian societies used land and natural 
resources. 
6.2.8.C.1.b: Determine the impact of technological advancements on hunter/gather and 
agrarian societies.  
6.2.8.D.1.b: Relate the development of language and forms of writing to the expression of ideas, creation 

of cultural identity, and development of more complex social structures. 

 

Understandings:  
 What artifacts show about early humans? 

 Specific archaeological finds that suggest human life began in Africa. 

 What skills helped the hunter-gatherer societies survive? 

 Understand the features of early humans of the Stone Age. 

 Ways modern humans migrated to populate Earth’s regions. 

 That Ice Age human societies became increasingly complex and religious. 

EQs:  
What are the consequences of technology? 

Students will know:   

People: 
Mary Leakey 
Gilgamesh 
 

Time Periods/places: 
7 million years ago – 10,000 
years ago. 
Africa 

Terms 
Anthropology 
Archaeologist 
Prehistory 



 
 
 
 

Asia 
Europe 
North America 
South America 
 
 

Fossil 
Geologists 
Artifact 
Hunter- gather 
Technology 
Culture 
Nomad 
Populate 
Migration 
Environment 
Adapt 
Clan 
Animism 

 

Students will be able to: 

 Identify main ideas about the scientific study of early humans. 

 Synthesize information about archaeological discovery. 

 Analyze cause and effect links the development of early human societies. 

 Demonstrate usefulness of new tools or skills. 

 Sequence human migration paths and the development of complex societies. 

 Analyze cause and effect relationships between tools and survival. 

Stage 2- Assessment Data 
Recommended Performance Tasks:   

 Write a news article explaining the importance of an archeological find. 

 Present persuasive arguments for adopting new tools or foods early humans might use. 

 Review students’ written response to the unit essential question. 

 Compare and contrast how Stone Age people differed from us? How were they similar? 

 Explain how archeologists and geologists help us learn about the past. 

 Diagram and discuss how did people adapt to the changing climate condition during the 
last Ice Age? 
 
Other Evidence:  

 Homework 

 Chapter assessments 

 Lessons/quizzes 

 Chapter test 

 Classroom participation/discussion 

 DBQ 



 

Stage 3- Learning Plan 

 Use mind map to check prior knowledge 

 Preview and predict 

 Invite class to visit “class museum” of artifacts.  Students will identify artifacts; predict 

how the artifacts were used, and what artifact will develop into.    

 Small group discussions and response to lesson questions. 

 Journal entries- written response to essential question. 

 Use media when available including videos, power points and or materials available 

through the media center. 

 

 

 


